PRESS RELEASE
Mundane Traces, by lan Gwilt

Dates: 26 November — 5 December 2008 | Tues — Fri | 12-5pm
Location: Olympic Tally Room | 235 Jones Street, Ultimo | UTS Bldg 10, Level 7

Contact:

Deborah Turnbull, Curator

0400 920 761
deborah@newmediacuration.com

Background Information

The mundane-traces show is a collection of New Media artworks created by lan Gwilt. Using
innovative technologies to re-imagine the graphical user interface as a creative artifact the
multiple, yet individual, works explore the graphic user interface in a creative context using
augmented reality, rapid protoyping and laser cutting technologies. The result is an intriguing
mix of physical and virtual interpretations of the folders, files and scrollbars from the everyday
computer desktop.

These creative repositionings play with our understanding and expectations of the
conventional computer orientated interface through variations in context, scale and media.
The folders and files that occur in the exhibition space create complex layered readings that
allude to both the original physical metaphor of the office desktop and the Graphical User
Interface interpretation. Comments to larger, cultural image ecology of these everyday
symbols are facilitated through the digital, material constructs of a new, augmented reality
artwork that uses mobile phone video facilities to place digital content in direct relation to
material artifacts.

The Olympic Tally Room on Level 7 of UTS’s new Building 10 is a transient site. Due to be
demolished at the close of 2008, it encompasses a planned obsolescence not dissimilar to
the objects on display. The stripping of the site has already begun, leaving a starkness and
absence that cradles these esoteric symbols of progress removed from their functionally and
virtual habitat for artistic contemplation and consumption.

For further images, please contact: deborah@newmediacuration.com

Artist’'s Biography

lan Gwilt is a Digital Artist and program director of Visual Communications at the University
of Technology Sydney (UTS), Australia. He is also the co-director of the Creativity and
Cognition Studios in Sydney. He holds an MA in Interactive Multimedia, conferred by the
University of Balears (UIB) Spain, and the Royal College of Art (RCA) London, and in the last
10 years has shown interactive art install- lotions and digital print work at numerous interna-
tional new media events and galleries including Transmediale Berlin, Siggraph Los Angeles,
SAGS show Paris, and the Bitforms Gallery New York.

For a selected exhibition history, please visit: www.iangwilt.com

Deborah Turnbull is a new media curator. Her main curatorial project focuses on the
audience's role in interactive art, which fuels her interest in how new media can augment
traditional art practise. Deborah facilitates this interest by curating Beta_space through the
Creativity and Cognition Studios, a new media prototype exhibition space at the Powerhouse
Museum. She previously managed the 2006 CCS Symposium ENGAGE: Interaction, Art and
Audience Experience, held in November 2006, and was named co-editor on the proceedings.
She has co-ordinated with AMP for the Innovation and Thought Leadership Festival, curated
and co-ordinated a live performance at Carriageworks (Sydney) called Correspondences in
Sound and Vision; and has worked in collaboration with the Conny Dietzschold Gallery
(Sydney), the UTS Gallery (Sydney) and Federation Square (Melbourne).

www.newmediacuration.com www.betaspace.net.au
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